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The meeting held on October 4, 2025, was a joint meeting with the Flint River
Knife Club and the Georgia Custom Knifemakers’ Guild. The meeting took place
at the shop of Jerry Costin in Conyers, Georgia. At the meeting there was a
competition of forging an 8” railroad spike. There were four, 2 men/person teams
competing. Shown above is the winning team.-Jason Posey and Tony Crabtree,
with their forged large 8” railroad spike. Jerry Costin had twisted a couple of
those 8” spikes and had them painted for the prize to the winning team.
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The Georgia Custom Knifemakers’
Guild

Educating and informing the public about knife making
Assisting, aiding, and teaching members, helping to develop their skill level,
And how to promote their craft
Establishing and following Standards of Conduct and Workmanship



Steel and Fire is the official publication of the
Georgia Custom Knifemakers' Guild. It is com-
piled and published in four issues annually. Com-
piled, published, and distributed by The Georgia
Custom Knifemakers’ Guild.

The Georgia Custom Knifemakers' Guild was
formed to meet the needs of a growing body of
custom knifemakers in the southeastern United
States. The purpose of this newsletter is to serve as
a medium of exchange for the members of the
Georgia Custom Knifemakers’ Guild.

Steel & Fire is copyrighted in its entirety by the
Georgia Custom Knifemakers' Guild. Permission
to quote small noncontiguous passages is freely
given as long as appropriate citations are used.
Permission to reprint, in whole or in part, must be
requested from the Guild. Contact the editor.

Knife making and related endeavors are inherently
dangerous crafts or occupations. The material con-
tained in this newsletter is for information only,
and is not intended to provide instruction. There-
fore, the Georgia Custom Knifemakers’ Guild, its
officers and editors specifically disclaim any and
all responsibility for damage or injury that may
occur as a result of the use of any information that
is contained in this newsletter.

Adbvertising Policy: The GCKG accepts no paid
advertising as a matter of policy. From time to
time, advertisements may appear that are deemed
by the officers to be in the best interest of the
Guild. Space for advertisement is offered free fo
Guild members who wish to promote a service or
offer specific items for sale. The officers and edi-
tor reserve the right to edit advertisements for
brevity. Members Only: Please submit ads to the
editors at the address shown at the right.

Please address correspondence about this newsletter to the
President or the Editor at the following addresses. Please
direct requests for information about the Georgia Custom
Knifemakers’ Guild to the President.
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Guild Officers and Directors

President:

Vice President:

Secretary/Treasurer:

Member-At-Large:

Newsletter Editor:

Webmaster:

Director/Chairman,

Eddie Ray
678-858-6201
raye38@yahoo.com

Jerry Mclilton
305-409-3828
jaimoeknives@yahoo.com

Cindy Acker
678-502-8883
cindyacker@bellsouth.net

Dan Acker
404-263-4497
dackerusa@gmail.com

Nola Costin
404-660-1709
nolacostin2127@gmail.com

Dirk Loots
photo@dirkloots.com

Poythress Scholarship Fund

John Shore
407-878-9591
messermacher@yahoo.com
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Notes from the President

UPCOMING MEETING:

Greetings Everyone!
Hope this finds you all doing well and | hope |l Qur Winter meeting of the Georgia Guild

each of you had agreat _ will take place on Saturday, February 21,
Christmas and got to spend it with family 2026 at the shop of Lee Dykes in

and friends. I'm hoping we are all done with Cochran. GA
this snow and ice we have been experienc- h "ll b ' Erid theri l
ing and hope each of y’all made it through ere witl be a rriday gathering also,

unscathed. starting around 5:00. The address for the
meeting is
Our next guild meeting is coming up soon. It [|372 GA Hwy. 126, Cochran, GA

will take place at the home/shop of Lee & Saturday’s meeting will start at 9:00.
Candi Dykes in Cochran, Georgia. If you

have never been to a meeting at Lee’s shop
you are missing one of the best locations for

a meeting. So, plan to come and attend this
one. Remember that your annual dues are due at
this meeting. The dues are $60 per year un-
less you are 70 or over, then they are $25 per
year.

Our demos for this meeting will be—
*John Shore on handle shaping before glue

up and final fitting \ , Y~ T K
*Lee Dykes will be doing a demo on folders. PAY YQUR DUES WITH CASH

Lee and Candi for hosting the meeting. Zfz ‘;‘iisgmf“;’;’ Z;n’;’e‘zot s

Blessings to you all,
Eddie Ray

_ _ _ » PAY PAL
We will be holding elections for my position , . .
as president and Cindy’s position as well. OR BY CREDIT CARD!!!
Due to my second heart surgery and a prior
obligation, | will not be at this meeting so
Jerry McJilton will be officiating the meeting.
| appreciate all your thoughts and prayers : Cindy Acker, our Georgia .
as | continue to heal. « Custom Knifemakers’ Guild :

: Treasurer, has Pay Pal

| wish you all safe travels to and from the : available to pay those dues. :
meeting and can’t wait to hear all the great : Or you can pay by check or cash :
news from the meeting. A special thanks to . at our meeting.
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The Fall meeting of the GA Guild was a
joint meeting with the Flint River
Knife Club. It was held at the shop of
Jerry Costin in Conyers, Georgia.
Perhaps this will become an annual
event to get the two clubs together.

There’s always plenty of time for fellow-
ship and great food at these meetings.
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Demos for the joint meeting included one by Carl Rechsteiner...he is a member
of both clubs. He shared the art of making War Clubs. He brought
several of his completed War Clubs as well as stages of some in progress.

Carl has lots of ideas of things
to use to embellish one of his war
clubs.
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The competition of forging an 8” railroad spike consisted
of volunteers of 2 person teams. The 2 worked together to
decide on the twist and blade for their spike. It took some
hammering to work on those larger 8” railroad spikes.
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The knives were judged
by a committee and the
winner was TEAM 1
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Scholarship Knife

There was no scholarship knife at the
joint meeting. Donated knives are needed
for future meetings.

UPCOMING EVENTS—

Georgia Guild meeting will be held on Friday & Saturday, February 20-21, 2026, at the
shop of Lee Dykes in Cochran, GA.

Spring Trackrock Hammer-In will take place on

March 20-21, 2026 in Blairsville, Georgia. This will be the S0th Hammer- |
In event at Trackrock (two events each year-Spring & Fall), so come see
what special events we have in store for this one. Check it out on Face-
book for more information.

Knife Making Instructors List
This will remain in the newsletter for those that are

REMINDER

interested in taking a class on some aspect of knife
making? Here is a reprint of the list of some members who See yOU on
can help you out. Friday &Saturday

. Joe Sangster-instruction on making pocket knives
Batson’s at Tannehill State Park holds classes on
various subjects. These are held on the first
weekend in April.

Damon Lusky— Does a small training group in
Dawsonville, GA. Focus is on martial blades concepts.
Carl Rechsteiner-general bladesmithing &

knife making instruction as well as leather work.

. John C Campbell Folk School in Brasstown, NC

. Stephan Fowler-basic class on forging a full tang
Hunter.

Haywood Community College, Haywood/Canton,

NC ABS classes-check website for class schedule
Mark Hopper of Goat'N'Hammer Blacksmith

Shop in Douglasville, GA. See their website for more
Information.

February 20-21, 2026
In Cochran, Georgia.
Shop of Lee Dykes
oo Please bring
o alla something for
'Y :E) Iron-in-the-Hat.

That's all Folks for
this edition. Hope to
see you at the
upcoming meeting!!

**Please let me know if you would like to be added to
or removed from this list.




